
THE MAYOR'S MESSAGE,
An Outline of a New Policy for the City

Government and Suggestions to
the Common Council.

,

GREAT IMPROVEMENTS DEMANDED.

The Executive to Have a PracticalAccountability.

REVISION OF STATE TAXATION.

Consolidation of the Finance Departmentand Beview of theComptroller'sPolicy.

The Chamberlain and the InterestQuestion.

The County Court House a Sink of Political
Corruption.

i Committee of Investigation as to Frauds in
the City Government.

THE ARMORY AND DRILL ROOM QUESTION.

Organization of the New City
Government.

The Common Council andSupervisorsin Session.

The Inaugural message of Mayor Havemeyer, as
given below, was submitted to both Boards of
aldermen yesterday Immediately after their
organisation. In the Board of Aldermen a resolutionwas adopted to appoint a committee to take
Into consideration the various suggestions made
by the Mayor and drait resolutions in accordance
therewith. The general Impression in both chambersof the respective Boards of Aldermen, as

gathered from the expressions of opinion on all
ides, was that the message was extremely practical,and was very fruittul lu the initiation of work

for the new Boards.

KESSACE OF THE IIAYOR.

To raa IloNORikRi.it tiiit Common Council:.
In assuming again the duties of the Chlel Executive ol

the city 1 cannot but express the satisfaction I feel as I
recognise in the Common Council, upon which rests so
much el the responsibility of the government, men of experience,possessing the confidence ol the people and
animated by tne single desire to uiscnarge 111 tne puuuc

l^kKNj tja duties Ut«t j||vnlvg !1j)V{\Jihyq|t_U|iiej)ower
with which the Common Council is vested will, In youtT"
hands, 1 am satisfied, be applied to an honest eudeavor to
improve and elevate the government, and your influence
(or good will, I trust, be telt in the action of all the eity
departments, and each of the officers connected there'

... ...
^ JVigp-".'.

Happily the circumstances attending my election are
neb that I ant. In the discharge of my duties and the distributionof patronage, treed from any trommels or affill.
ations ol a partisan character. It will l>e tny constant
desire to co-opcrato with you in oil that concerns the
weliare of the great community that we represent. At
all times observant, as a citizen, of the course of public
affairs, 1 am not surprised at the growth of the business
sfthe city since 1 last addressed the Common Council
from tine place. The affairs of the city arc of Imperial
extent and variety, and in their present coudition require
for their proper conduct our united energies and all the
wiadoin we can command.
«y the charter it is the duty of the Mayor to recommendto the Common Council alt such measures connectedwith the "security, health, cleanliness and ornamentof the cily, and the protection and imoroveiuent of

Ms government and Anances,as he shall deem expedient"
In iny judgment there Is little, if anything, connected

with the government of the city which is not susceptible
Of very considerable improvement Oil taking possession
sfthe government from our predecessors we And It In a

state ot disintegration and the interests ol the city to
every department wasted. Notwithstanding the numerousond extravagantly paid officers and subordinates,
tfficial duty has been neglected, and demoralica tton has
assumed a growth which will rcuuire carelul and persistenteffort to eradicate. In a great degree we have to
rebuild tbc entire governmental edifice.
CONSOLIDATION or TUW CITY iNO COUNTY (10VKRNMKNT.
One simple measure is at the outset imperatively do*

naudcd, and should receive immediate attention.tnat or
the consolidation of the city and county government*,
file separate management of onr city and county itfl'airs
ha* proved both injurious and expensive. No benefit calf,
In any sense, be secured by continuing this divided administration.The elty and county should, lor all business
(did governmental purposes, be represented by but one
legislative huilv,
I'pou examining the laws tvhlch relate to the governmentof the city I flud doubts, ditticultles uiul contusion.

The charier of 1870, unu nited in 1071, is popularly supposedto contain a full spccitlcation ol your powers and
af the powers and duties of the Mayor and of the departments.This charter declares (section 3) that in you it
mated the legislative power ol the Corporation, and section23, that in thd Mayor and in the departments is
trestcd the executive p«fW*r. JSSrSX&T.. 7.'

~

Such a system of gnverETTicnt may nave been Intended
toy the charter; it is not, liowever, the system which has

Kvcrned the city since it was enacted. We have had
rm, not substance.a legislature in name, but not in

reality. Kverything has been done as though we had no

legislative body; as it no Common tlotincll existed as part
Di oar government.
While, In theory, the executive departments arc subordinateto the Mayor, Uiey have heen by law made practicallyindependent ot him, and have absorbed to themselvesall the legislative power, thus leaving the CommonCouncil, the direct representatives of the people,

Without iniiuencc and almost without functions.
THX TAXATION or Tlia CITY.

In 1873 there was raised, for the purposes of the governmentot the city, by taxation (exclusive of the comity)
#23,318,837, and on bonds upwards of $6,0'JO,0U0. All this
money was raised, appropriated and expended without
any reference to the Common Council, without the sanctionin any way or to any extent ol the legislative branch
of the government. In what manner the revenues of the
city should be expended was a matter wltii which the
Common Council was not permitted to Interfere. The
xecuttve power usurped the legislative, and when this

usurpation was iicrieetad responsibility in the city
government ceased. The supremacy of the departments
culminated when the power of removing the heads was

.1 II.. -I.II.I..J t. O. i.,unl .liana, It,,, ,,

tlve officer* then bccauia absolute ruler*, and uuder this
rale our government became a public scandal.

TfVK LeolgLATtTB FOWKB,
ThU should no longer continue. The legislative power

thou Id bo restored to the Common Council, hlected by
the people, In a sense which could not be predicated of
any election In the city during the past twenty years,
you should act tor the people, and lor no particular party.

Solltical or otherwise. Where there has been so much
Isoriler reform Is neither easily nor speedily accomplished.The work betore us Is formidable, but It must be

undertaken. To the best of my ability I shall endeavor
to perlorni my part. Upon your co-operation I rel.v.
Your lirst duty should be to see that the legislative
«wer of the government Is In reality, and nui merely lu

name. vested in you, Wherever yon And this power to
have been assumed by the departments without authority,
a change should be effected. An examination will, I am
persuaded, satisly you that, even under existing laws,
your powers are by no means so limited as the action of
your predecessors would indicate. Such an examination
Is necessary, not only with the view of ascertaining existingrights, but also for the purpose ol determiningexisting defects and the measures required to provide the
proper remedies.

In the executive branch of the government there must
be accountability. Under the provisions ot tile charter
the headsot departments arc practically accountable to
no one. Onoe appointed they can only he removed uponarticles of impeachment presented by the M.iyor, and
after formal trial belore a full bench of theUourtof
Common Picas. My conviction is that this machinery
was devised by designing men, not t,.r the purpose of securingthe removal of improper officers, but to render
such removal impracticable, ii not impossible.

thk niPARTur.* rs.
At present the Mayor can exercise but little control

over the department*. His power has been limit,- to
little more than the privilege of calling upon tlietn to
furnish to linn la such form, and within such time, and
under sucli rules as he may prescribe, reports of
their operations ana actions. By the express terms
ol the chatter die Mayor is held "responsible lor
the good order and efficient government of the
«ity. With tills serious responsibility attached lo the
office I enter upon the Mayoralty to finil that every
officer through whom the government must be conducted
is virtanlly bevond mv control. All the heads of departtnentsami also the tihuuiherluln, who, although o.ily the
bead of a bureau ol the Finance lepartmcnL, Is appointed
by the Mayor, are entlUed to hold their respective offices
beyond my term under appointments made by my predecessor.Mi in the subordinates lu the various departments-manyof whom, nals well known, are the grirwtli
of an era 01 our government with which we have no
sympathy.neither the Mayor nor the Council are permittedto interfere. The holing awarded to the Mayor of
a scat at the Police Board and' at the Board of Health
oa account el the conditions attached her.-to. affords hutlittle obbortuiiity to lihfivncc vffv secure ihctitych.nt

NEW Y<
working and administration of either of these depart'"on'eof

the strongest lllurtratlons of the Inliarnionlous
and improper organisation of the executive power lias
received recent enforcement by Uie resignation ol the
Corporation Counsel and the appointment by the outgoingMayor of his successor. to hold over to a period
beyond mv term of office. When the Importance of the
office ot the law adviser of the city is taken Into consideration,the fact that with him rests the appointment of
the Corporation Attorney and Public Administrator, the
necessarily confidential relaliou he should bear to the
Mayor, and how much discretion and power necessarily
rests with him to aid or impede the policy of the governmentthe eminent impropriety ot the fuw, which preventsthe incoming administration from appointing that
officer, is made glaringly manliest, and an amendment
in thai particular cannot hp too early passed by the
Leglslatare.
'these various defects in the government should be

remedied, but in endeavoring to accomplish this care
most be taken that no change is accepted which would
be productive ot greater evils. The municipality of New
York is inteuded to be and ought to be a government byand forthe people of the city. All mere political devices
in the form of territorial divisions, or metropolitanschemes, should be discountenanced. The people of this
city have shown their ability ami determination to govern
themselves, and upon us tliey rely to iiiuinbiin and deleudtheir municipal rights. Prom general uud Htate
politics the government ot the city should, as far as possible,be removed. Kfficicncy, houosty ami economy are
the characteristics by which it should be distinguished.The legislation necessary to secure improvement in the
government of the city should be promoted and approvedby the corporate authorities, und by them officiallypresented to the Legislature. Legislation sought
for by any single department for its own purposes, to
extend its own powers, must be prevented. The spectacleot lost Winter ot the heuds of some of the departments.with a lobby oi retainers, besieging the Legislatureduring the wnole session, to keep themselves in
office aud to retain their Immense emoluments anu
patronage, should no longer be tolerated.

BFBCIAL LEGISLATION DKTaiMKNTAL.
All legislation for corporations or Individuals, designed

to benefit particular interests at ihe public expense,
should be determinedly opposed. Special legislation has
been exceedingly detrimental to the cky.an instrument
of gigantic Blunder. This channel tor toe advancement
U> UriVttllC A1IU IUUIOIUUM IIIMIVOW » IIIV QA|)VII(W Ul VIIC

public must be cloned. Our laws should secure equal
rikIn* and remedies for all.

. , . ,There are teo many departments and boards lu the city,
too many uhleis placed at the head of some of these, too
many bureaus in some of the departments, and too manysupernumeraries and sinecures in the bureaus.

CONSOLIDATION Of DKCAliTMKNTH.
Several ot the departments and bureaus therein should

be consolidated. The salaries of all heads ol departmentsshould be revised, and tlxed by the Common Council.And if the salaries of the subordinates In the departments
as at present, are fixed by the heads of sueb departmentsrespectively, they should In every Instance be subject to
the approval ot the Council. All boards that are separatedrum departments, with the exception probably ol the
Board of Apportionment, should be abolished. II this
latter Hoard Is continued Us constitution should bo
changed. Executive officers silting thereon, and votingthe amounts ttiev are to have at their disposal to expendIs an anomaly which mauiiestly ought not to continue.
No mere executive officer should have such power. It
should be placed exclusively In the bands ol those of our
city ofllcers whose duly it is to watch and restrain.
Without intending nny reltectiou upon these olllcers, in

my judgment, no good reusons exist why the Commissioneror i'ublic Works and the I'resident of the Departmentof I'uhlie forks should be members ot the apportioningBoard. It was originally thus arranged to eunbiecertain men who then held these olllces the better u>
carry on the gigantic schemes ot public plunder which
they were working for Ihcir own porsonul benefit Insteadoi these officers, there should he substituted, if it Is
wise to have such a Board, the Presidents ol tho Board of
Aldermen and Assistant Aldermen. The presence ol the
Comptroller la ludlspensalue. The concurrent vole ol all
the inemberB of the Board should no longef be fifiee«M.ryto give validity to Ihelr acts. flip vote ot the majority,composed of elected officers, should suffice. The proceedingsof the Board should be made subject to the approvalor the Common Council. All heads of departmcntsand the Chamberlain should be subject to removal
by the Mayor for cause. The Mayor should be subject to
removal by the Uovernor for cuuse, in the same manner
as she rill s pjhcj- p yvn «rj-
Let us not. howover, delude ourselves into the belief

that any mere revision ot Hie charter is adequate to protectus from the cvIIb from which this city has suffered
and still is suffering. The laws which relate to the government01 the city are so numerous, so full of details
and olteu so contradictory and incongruous that their
proper administration is almost Impossible. The ordinancesof the city are also in inextricable confusion,
ttlnce they were last revised special legislation lor the
city has been so extensive that one cannot without considerablelabor asccrtaiu whether a particular ordinance
remains in force. It is no doubt in a great measure owingto these causes that so many of the proceedings ot the
Common Council for several years past have been held
by our Courts to have been irregular and illegal, throwing
the burden of expensive locul Improvements upou the
city at lurge to the extent of millions of dollars instead of
leaving thcin to be borne by those whoso property has
been Increased in value by such Improvements. It is
necessary therefore that all special laws now In force
which apply to the city as well as the city ordinances
should bo revised by sotno one competent io perform the
duty.
And while these various measures are being promoted

others of a practical character require to be devised to
secure efficiency and economy in tbe execution oi the
various public works now in progress, or which are about
to bo entered upon by tbe city. Whatever undertakings
may be nocofsury to advance the prosperity uud secure
the well-being of the community should be proceeded
with and conducted with vigor and economy. How best
to accomplish this for the public weal, and not lor tbe
benefit of mere speculators or private interests, is no
doubt ditllcBlt to determine, liut whatever the difficultiesin the way may be they must be encountered and

0y$u>°!$»Um w fitch has of late grown to mtcli gigantic

pensc of the city, to their exclusive control,
ors upon tue jpuDiic works. mum be

lijeodil; itnu firmly dealt with. The method* by which
employment is obtained by those fecking it at the hand*
oftho department* lsoiten humiliating to honest labor,

iiatnrVIyreaUit* in orgaulziug bands of pollt.cal retainers,under tlio Control of the heads of particular departments,for their own purposes. We have felt the
pernicious inilucncc which has resulted from the persistenteflort* made through such instrumentality to securepersonal and party influence and advantage We
no longer wuut mere political operators at the head* ot
departments, or In charge of influential Interests of the
city.

THtC ronuc WORKS.
Our pnblic works must he proceeded with under a well

dcviscu system of contracts. In every contract the
work to be executed should be so specifically set forth
that efficiency In its performance should to a ccrtaintv Insecured,and In addition to all this an improved system
of Inspection of all our public works Is Imperatively tie
nianded. Only such persons who have practical knowledgeot the description ot work they are appointed to
Inspect should be placed iu such a position of trust.
Honest contractors should no longer be harassed wllh a
double set of inspectors to accommodate political favorites,and it should no longer be our reproach (hut with
an expenditure ot millions ol dollars each year upon
works connected with tlio formation, Improvement and
repairs of our streets and avenues, so many of our tboroughtaresarc still found in a disgraceful condition.
Lndera law passed ill 1870 the Commissioner of Public

Works was authorized to change the Croton Aqueduct
from 118th street to Ninety-third street, a distance ol
twenty blocks, from a structure of masourv to iron
pipes. This work has been going on for inure than two
years, not by contract, but by the direct employment
of large numbers ot men by the Department ol Public
Works.
Up to the 36th of December, 1872, the enormous sum of

$2,1 ill,838 hud been expended on this work. 1 have no
doubt it could have been executed much more expeditiouslyunder a proper contract and at about ouc-liau Uie
cost. The law docs not limit the amount of expenditure
lor this work, the Comptroller being bound to answer the
requisitions ot the Commissioner of Public Works to any
extent that he may demand

It was generally supposed that gross and extensive
frauds w-re committed In connection wllh this work.
Kecent developments show that the pay rolls of the work
contain names ol men which are certified by those employedby the department us having performed labor and
as entitled to receive pay for the same, while lu fact
these men had done no work and were entitled to no
money. It is very difficult for the paving officers to
psccrialn and detect these frauds, the principal knowledgethev have as to those entitled to pay is contained iu
the roll, whleh is assumed to lie correctly and honestly
certified, and lu the identification of the person by the
foreman. '

. A..

1 recommend that this work Be examined by competent
engineers, an estlmute ot the cost of completing it made,
and that it be completed by contract,
Works only of a special character shoold be made a

future burden upon the city, such as bridges, tunnels,
new works connected with our water svstem and others
ot a like description. In view of r'eceut calamities by fire
I''« a inatier ot vital Importance that k sufficient flow

FoTyfi Vatfr lw fHWed IjlaU, r%r,5(lf in* Mty, soas
to provide for any ei\i6rgeWTwnlcu 6iay arlae, and If
expedient that some system lie devised lor utilizing, for
the purposes of our Kire Department, the Wf t*r ot th»
Hudson and East rjvers. Wher£ a "'.fV.c'.GTu supply ot
Crntou water has not oWti SlfelSdy carried through the
city the work necessary to secure this should be proceededwith at once. The expense ot the care, maintenanceand repair ol works whleh are already, or mav
hereafter In- completed, should be provided for out of the
anuual taxation.

THS CITT !>* ».
The alarming rapidity at which onr debt and our annushi m1 mi v ha vi. tneri-flsed is. so far as inv knowledge

extend*, without precedent in the history of any city.
During the pant six year* we have had no undertaking*
very costly in themselves to provide for ; no works ot any
magnitude have been entered upon, except in connectionwltli our water system, our dock* and park*, our
road* aad the Brooklyn bridge. In connection with
these teveral undertaking* we have paid during the pa*t
nil year* nearly $23,HW.OOO, while our debt, cltv and
coerity, in the same period ha* Increased from ftA, 187.770
to $118.*Y>,U9, and our annual taxation flroni its,8SO,7tf7

to lit* difficult lor u* to realize the magnitudeof thi* increase.
'i'lirough the instrumentality of special legislation

fraudulent schemes have been converted Into legal obligation*,and our debts and our burdens, thus Increased,
wc have had to provide for. The success'til manipulationby which these burdens have been Imposed upon us
ha* added strength to the system of plunder of which
wc have been so long the victims, and the prejudicial influence*of which have been felt in all matters affecting
the well-being ol this community.

tiix riasncxs or tux ctrr.
A fsithful administration of our finances is calculated

to exert a powerful influence on the good order and goveminent or the city. Our late tlnancihl administration,
on It* sudden termination, left as a legacy to Its successoran Immense maB* of floating Indebtedness, thu accumulatedarrears ot the neglected business ol the various
department* for the past five years, amounting to maiiv
million* of dollars, a considerable portion of which was
of a very complicated and fraudulent character. Upon
the new administration of the finance Department
largely devolved the sevre and most unpleasant duty of
BitUBg and examining these various claims, paying those
which were mstuud ot rejecting those tainted with excessand with'corruption.

It should be borne tn mind that It was necessary to
perform ttiis labor concurrently with the transaction* of
the great volume of tbe dally business ol the llepariiiieut
I aui satisfied the work ofdcalinK with the large arrear
ages ot the oast, so far a* It hue proceeded.and there
has been no unnecessary delay.haa been discharged by
the t'oinptroller with tbe aincere determination to administerimpartial justice. 'that audi a eonrsc o' action.
coin-idering the nature of many of the claims dealt withal;old sometime* lead to disappointment la not to be
a ..i,.,or*d at. That there ahould be some opposition to
the incorruptible olticer whoae action cauaed such disappointmentwaa what might be expected.
The Comptroller haa hud formidable difficulties to contendwiti. Upon it**timing the management ao uncxpectedlyforced upon hliu lie found the head ot the city

government and tnoal ol the offlccra a>ul subordinates of
ita departments in entire sympathy with those corrupt
lenders, whose schemes It was his duty to counteract and
doieat Kinplovea ol the cttv connived to secure the paymentol Improper claiuia, uitd diaheneat persona resorted
and are resorting to every method to get these claims
naul The business ol the city had fallen largely Into the
hands of the very worst classes, and until recently respectabledenier* hesitated to do business with the departuienia.To contend with such opposing agencies was a
task oltetl delicate, always disagreeable, sometimes full
ol danger; hut it has been discharged with marked
fidelity to the public interests, and lias resulted In checkingthe current ot official profligacy and in compelling atleast some improvement In iho various departments.

TIIK TAXATION or Tim CITT.A Cftrelully_ prepared statement shows that, while the
taxaiion lor l«7t was limited tiy law to two ner cent onthe valuation of that yearitl d/tineas), in addition to the

over Io7d, the in dual expemiitareaof the city and county for IP7I, tnrliullng obligatioua.
^mouuimg to upwards oi uuo uniliup, eight Uuudryd and
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thirty-seven thousand dollars, yet unpaid, and estimated
at, «uy, one million tlve hundred thousand dollars, but not
including any expenses ot now works, equalled a rate ol'
3.369 per rent on the valuution ol 1871, being... 836,28A589
The expenditures ot the year 1872 are less

than 2.81 per cent on the same vuluatlon of 1871,
being 30.234.799

Showing a reduction of 1872 from 1871 of 80,037.789
A just comparison, however, of the expensesof the years 1871 and 1872 requires that there

should be added to the rednotiou above stated
the following Items, which arc included In the
expenditures ol 1872 aud not in 1871, to' wit
First.Excess of State tax, 1872, over 1871.8975,693Second.Excess of interest on city aud
county obligations, 1872 over 1871. 819,477Third.Amount puld aud estimated to be
paid for fourth avenue improvementaud other purposes unknown in 1871... 905,908

2,701,070
Thns showing by a fair comparison that the

expenses ol 1872 were less Ihun 1871 by $8,738,885This result is most encouraging, and indicates clearlywhat can be accomplished when tlierc is a desire and dc-
vi iiiMintn'ii vt nri iu« I'lm irncj UXIll CVVUUUI} 1U ml' RU'
ministration ol ttie government,

TUB RATK Or TlIiTIOR.
Kor the year 1873 I find that the rato of taxation hat

been already fixed at $3.22 |ier rant on the valuation of
1872. The increa.ied rate la required to meet the excess
of the quota of the State tax for 1873 over 1872, amounting
to $4,018,703. Of thin amouut $3,844,387 la required to oe
contributed by thin county to meet u deficiency in certain
sinking luuda ot the State. At tlie late aaaaion of the
Legislature an act wua passed authorizing the submission
to the people ot the question whether a defleleury of
$6,AU),0U0 in theae Kinking funda should tx- paid by the
iaaua ot bonds. Thta aubmiaalon the State Comptrollerhaa decided to be nncouatitutlonal, and requires Uiai the
amount of it be rained In 1873 by taxation. The proportionof Ibis deficiency, aa it ii called, that will tall uponthla city und county ia the above miii of $3,844,387, aud
accounta for the heavy taxation ot 1873.

TUB IT4TB SINKING FUN OS.
The State sinking funda are by the constitution made

Inviolable, tlow ia It that these inviolable funds have
been taken from the Treasury? As the city has now to
make up its share of the misappropriated money of the
State, in addition to the embezzlements ol members of
Its own government, I think the taxpayers ought at
leant to know why this additional burden is laid uponthrm. But even with thla unexpected amount to providefor the rate of taxation lor 1873 ia believod by the
Comptroller ol tho city to be unnecessarily high, and
that the same ought to be revised aud reduced. To accomplishthis legislative authority is required.With a united administration sustaining and strengtheningthe finance department much can be done In the
interest of ecunouiy and good government U is the desireot the great body of the community to sustain this
department, the successful management of which has
bsou principally lustrunianial 111 Mchriog all the beneficialresults that have thus far been obtained. Naturally,however, politioiaus- who, for potittcal purposes, think
it necessary that ihoy should control, or, at all events,
influence, the administration of the Treasury, are
clamorous lor a change. And they are supported byholders ol fraudulent claims, who are willing, in order to
secure a percentage of tho nominal amount ol their corruptdemauds, to puy over the balance in furtherance of
any measure whatever which will open to them the
ireacury ; mm niso uy uiosc wno, tearing mat. under Uic
present administration a (lay of reckoning will coine,when tliuy will be called upon to make good to the Treasurythe sums they have fraudulently received therefrom,
are ready to conirlbule a large proportion ul what thev
have thus obtained to save the remainder.
We waut uo political instrument at the head of our

Finance Department, no one who can be iniluenced by
any other consideration than fldollty to the trust he undertake*.This department should have the exclusive
control of all the tinanciul concerns ol the Corporation.
Through It all claims against the city should he paid,alter they have been duly audited and adjusted. Ishull
support the Comptroller In hiB efforts to have such an administrationcarried into practical operation.

TUB CHANDKRLA1N iND TIIK INTBHKST.
In the Finance Department there is a Bureau chargedwith the duty of receiving all moneys paid into the

Treasury and lor the payment of money oil warrants
drawn by the Comptroller, countersigned by the Mayorthe chlci officer of which Is called the unambcriain.
This officer is not appointed by the Comptroller, hut hythe Mavor. The present Incumbent is Mr. Francis A.

l'aimer, President ol the Broadway National Bauk. lie
received his appointment hrom my predecessor and holds
the office In virtue of this appointment for a period of
four years from the Oth day of January, 1872. when the
present charter was passed tne office was tilled by Peter
B. Bweenv, a fact that accounts for the significant omissionIn thai instrument ol any provision relating to the
removal of the Chamberluln. This is the only officer of
lite city for whose roinoval Irom office the charter makes
no provision whatever.
The National Broadway Hank, of which the Chamber

lain Is President, is by him continued one of the depositoriesof the city and couuty funds. The Chamberlain
lias the authority to designate the depository blinks,
under the provision of chapter 023 of the laiws of 180ft,
By the first section of this statute the Chamberlain is requiredto designate not less three banks in which ull the
money of the city and county shall be deposited, and lie
may, by notice in writing to the Comptroller, from limn
to time, change the banks so designated. The immediute
predecessor of the present Chamberlain hud, under the
authoritv ol this statute, designated the Nutionul BroadwayBank, (he Tenth National Hank, the National Park
Bank and the Union Trust Coiiipuny as the depositories
ol the city and county moneys.These several banks agrued to pay on the dully balances
gt the credit ot the city and county interest at the rate of
lour per cent per annum. This interest as it accrued belongedto the city and county as much as the principal,and the Chamberlain hus no right or authority to appropriateor direct It to any purpose whatever. The two
cbumburlsiiis who preceded Mr. Palmer pretended a
liberalltv In which there win da credit In- hnii.lirw over
to the Treasury the balance 6f interest at the rate mated
after deducting t herefrom certain, expenses which theyassumed to pay under the authpxit^'M the l'lf0PiLft<i!'yn
v. ,«veiatatr oi WJlton included since the pas
sage of the t^har'^r 011870 a e«tn of $10,00) per aiiiiutn to
the brother or 1'etcr B. Sweeny as Deputy Ciiambcrlaiii.
an oltlce towlilch he never was lawfully appointed, and
the duties appertaining to which he never dischuiged.
In December, 1870, shortly after the present Comptrollerwas placed at the head of the Kluancu Department,

he advised the then Chamberlain that, as there was no
law which had appropriated the interest on the city and
county deposits to that officer, or which gave hint, personally,any right or color of right to it, the practice,which had ocen followed of the Chamberlain druwing
the interest Ironi the depository banks must c«a*e. And
on the same date the Comptroller directed the. severHl
depository binka that at the end of each muilth they were
to add to the credit of the accounts oi the city and county
on their respective books the amount of interest which
accrued upon the dully balances at the credit ol each ac
count With his request the Union Trust Company and
the 1'ark National Bunk reudily complied. From the
National Broadway Bank and the Tenth National Bank
no reply w as received, and, although repeatedly urged
by the Comptroller to advise him as to their compliance
with his direction, they have persistently tailed to do so.
The Interest which has accrued to the city during the

vear 1872 on the balance in the banks amounts to about
$200,000. Both the Park Nattonal Bank and the Union
Trust Company are prepared to pay over to the city iho
interest wnlch accrued in the business in their bunks respectively.and have been only prevented troin doing so
by the present Cliamberlaiu refusing to sign the proper
trausfer warrants. After the action ol these hanks intlie
matter of Interest the Chamberlain withdrew the city
and county deposits from thein, and has designated as a
new depository the Tradesmen's National Bank. In this
bunk lie hits deposited of the public funds $800,000. lie
kept until the last fewdnys n deposit 111 the Tenth Notional
Bank ot $2,100,UU0, which has now been reduced
to $270,000. The reduction was mudc pursuant
to a notice by the Comptroller upon the fact
coming to hia knowledge that on the 3d of
Uctober last, the individual deposits In that bank
aineunted to $2,4Ui),U30. ol which amount there was depositedby the city and county of New York $2,110,000,
showing the total ol all other deposits in the bunk to have
been only $3 W,030. The balance of the city and ccunty
deposits, which varies from two to seven million, the
Chamberlain retains In his own hank, the National
Brouuway. An attcmut was some time since made by
the Chamberlain to appoint as his deputy his nephew, the
President ol the Tenth National Bank, at a salary ot
$10,000, which the Chamberlain claims the right to pay
nut nf l.lir> accrucil Interest tte.liillirlllir til tile cttv

It appear* to ine that In view ot the above fart* it 1*
highly importanl that the Chamberlain and hi* pretended
deputy should not he at the same time the oflleerii of the
depository uanks, a* their interest* as stockholder* and
managers in the banks under their charge arc naturally
antagonistic to the. Interest* of the city.

TI1K rKOI'KRTV AND I MAM'lllsCS Or TDK CITT.
An examination has eatlstied me that the property ami

franchises of the city can be .l.unaged to belter a4yt|ii
tnge. Their condition is another instance of the utter
neglect that has Characterised the government for lbs
past few years. It has in the past been customary lor
favored politicians to get the (toininon Council or lite
Board pi Supervisors to lease their property at an enormousrent lor city purposes or lor armories and drill
room* A considerable portion ol the properly so leased
to the city is unoccupied.part never lias been oecuv.,,,.
and the city is paving heavy rents fh;;;;ur. nvdVJdtng*fllWIul f)\ St '.'B'.'a taken" 16 set Aside all leases tinder
JTLlJiftt*cSS;'7e rents are claimed or in which fraud can
"

snown. In all cases whure tins relict cannot be obtainedthe various premises should be rented to the best
advantage. The irauchisc* belonging to the citv should
be disposed of on the highest terms which can be secured.Ksilroad companies hereafter applying for a
franchise should pay to the city therefor a stated rent
The market property belonging to the city, which is unproductive,should he ut once sold. Those of the markets

which are supported and needed by the public should be
continued, hut they ought to he rebuilt and made worthy
of the patronage they receive. This work should tie undertakeneither by the city or by private enterprise, the
city leasing the property upon condition of its being
used for market purposes upon a plan approved by the
elty.

THK NIV COCltTT COURT HOl'SB.
That sink of political corruidton, the new County Court

House, should be finished. The present Commissioners
having, as I am advised, no legal standing, should not he
lunger allowed to interlere with it or contract any more
obligations on account of it. Specification* ih.iuld he
prepared and the work completed under a strict supervision.A sum sufficient to provide for this work can lie
Included in Uie annual estimate. No further bonds should
be issued on this account As an example of wasteful
extravagance 1 have already been called upon to sign
warrants for a monthly pay roll of over $7,5UU for iauitors,cleaners, Ac., or the County Court House und the
two other county buildings in the I'ark, which Is equal to
an annual expenditure lor this service of over fUU.'JlW.

RAPID TRANSIT,
The question of rapid transit between the extremes of

the city has long occupiod the public attention. Various
plans have becu proposed by private enterprise to securethis desirable result, and lor this purpose several
charters have been granted by the legislature of this
state, ati of which have failed to command public supportIn view of these facts and the Increasing necessity
lor the work, the aid ol the city to secure its execution
will probably be Invoked. In such an event it will be
your duty to see that any plan submitted for your cooperationis adequate to provide lor the end desired, and
that the city I* properly secured lor the payment of tn|terest on the outlay and the reimbursement ol the princiipal when due.
The whole subject of Stale taxation should receive

your early attention. As already stated, the State tax
for 1873 Is $4,016,709 in excess of 1H72. The circumstances
it-niltriif tin- fnt-rsAK- uhnw the unreal neee-sitv there

Ik lor vigilance on the part of the people In attending to
the acts ol their officers, whether State or local.

In 1M72 the total Mate tax imposed **» $19,580.882, of
which New York city and county la required to pnv
$»,761 JIM, and all the other counties in the State together
only $9,819,129. Thus, In addition to providing tor the
heavy burdens attending the administration ot its local
government. New York city has to contribute 49.85 pui
cent of the entire amount of taxes raised lor the governmentof the State, showing conclusively that in the matteror the State tax this cltv la Most unjustly dealt with.
It is absurd to pretend that the property in this citv is
ahout equal In vuluc to the entire property in ull the' re1tnaining portions ot the State. The valuation of taxnnie
property in this city made last year by the Commission
era Is:.
Kes I estate $797,126,115
Personal property 30fl,9i9.422

Total $1,104,074,5:17
while the value ol taxable properly ol all other parts ot
Ihe Slate Is estimated by the State liourd or Kqnalization
at
Real estate $9117,075 000

Personal property 140,::oi,Hl2
Total $l,Oi7,:f7.3,»l2

I iiiii aailsfled that II the same principles were adopted
throughout the Mate in estimating Iho vaioo oi property
lor Ihe purposes ol Slate taxation which has hern adopted
In the city in estimating the value of property tor the
purposes ol local taxation, we should lie relieved ol a
large portion of that Increasing annual burden which we
are called upon to bear under the cover ot the State tux,
which is this » ear nearly ten millions of dollars.

vms svstc* ov stats. taxation.
The time lias arrived when the tptirc at stew of Mate
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taxation should be revised. Through the operationot tiiih system our eliy, which pays tins year$3,108,7(11) out of its locul taxation lor the support of it* schools, is also compelled to pay, tor the
support ot schools in other parte ot the State, $701,.'>63.We are also compelled to eontrihute disproportionatelyto the support of various Institutions throughoutthe Rtatc under the gnise of charities. A constderuole por*t°*J>* the matters which Hud their way into the annualsupply bill of the State ami which are increasing yearlyto a most alarming extent ought to he paid out of the
moneys of the various localities and not supported by the
!roinThis°cttyC ' wlllc'1 *tfaiu are largely derived
By law the city and county of New York Is required on

or before tnc 1st oi December of the year in which K islevied to pay IU quota of the state tax In Itill without"J'Abatement whatever, and unless the amount issopaid the county is liable for interest. In most of the other
°. ' u,e provides that that portion ofthe Slate tax which remains unpaid at a certain date shallbe returned to the state Comptroller, who credits thecounty with the amount so returned, a* though It had beenpaid. A considerable portion of the quota ot the State taxlor this county remains unpuid to the Ccunty Treasury atthe time prescribed by the law lor its naymr lit Into theState Treasury. A largo amount of this |H arrears onpersonal properly, and la uneollcetalilo, the personstaxed not being found, or if found, not able to pay whilethe State reiiurrcs payment in lull from the city of lis proportionof nit such taxes. The arrears of personal taxesuncollected in this city since 1862 amounts to V'.'JilM.itia.The disproportionate amount of taxation thrown uponthis city has been for the last few yeais aquiesccd in bythose who have misrepresented us iu the State Legislatureas a part of their schemes to secure Hiieh legislation

as they wanted for their own purposes In lliis city. It is
time this should cease and that tlio city bo phiccd upon a
lust and proportionate vuluution with oilier parts of tne
Btute, both as respects valuation aud the methods of collectingthe tax.
In considering these questions it would be well to examineinto the suggestion which hus been made and so

forcibly urged upon the attention of the Legislature, to
exempt from taxation personal property except such as
is visible and tangible. Alter a lull investigation and
carefal consideration of the subject, I am convinced thut
the city would Le considerably benefited in all its
interests if effect were given to this recommendation.

IPVKSTIUATION AH TO FRAUD.
I earnestly recommend that an Immediate lnvestiga-

UUH uv IHULUI-Urii irmi unticr .your supervision IIIIO fill
mutters in rclcrenco to wliivli there is reason to believe
the city has lieen imposed upon by the fraudulent or
wrongful acta, or wilful neglect, of its officers or of anyother person or persons whatsoever, and that It shall he
your care to see that the necessary proceedings are forthwithInstituted and vigorously proceeded with, to o impelrestitution ot all moneys and property ol which tho
city has been defrauded, anil to make good all losses It
has sustained through Iraudulentor wrongful acts or wlliulneglect.
Our criminal prosecutors, both Blate and county, we

must hold to a diligent and impartial discharge of Uielr
duties.
While presenting to your consideration these special

matters. I trust you will not tail to give your best attentionto the working and administration of all lite various
parts ol our city government.
Our whole sy"t?IU IKedfl revision. To tis the trust has

heeit committed to' accomplish this. In the administrationot this trust wc must sec thai, the bonds of the city us
they become due are provided for, that nil Just and holiestdelfts due by the city are examined into and paid,that nil exorbitant and corrupt demands arc resisted, and
ail dishonest and fraudulent claims dclcated. it is outdutyto consider well the various acts, the execution of
which go to increase the obligations of the city -, to hold
the various departments to a strict accountability to
reduce as far as possible all expenditure, and to make an
earnest elfort that the reforms the Denple so seriouslydemand, and which wc have been elected to secure, are
by our administration of the government accomplished.

WILLIAM K. lIAVKMtvVLK.Nuw York, Jan. 6,1873.

THE NEW CITY FATHERS.

Organisation of tike New Board of Aldrr*
men.Appointment of Mr. Vance as
President and Mr. Pinekney aa Clerk.
The New Pay Roll.The Board of BupervlsorsOrganised.
The old Hoard of Aldermen met yesterday at

eleven o'clock. The business was entirely of a
formal character, including votes of thanks to the
President and the clerks or the Hoard. The Board
then adjourned irhie ale.
At twelve o'clock the chamber of the Board of

Aldermen was crowded with citizens, and there
was evidently a very great desire on the part of the
public to be present at the Hist session of the
Board. At twelve o'clock precisely ex-Clerk
Joseph Shannon called the Board to order, and
the following Aldermeu took their seatsAldermenJ. Van Scbaick, Oswald Ottcndorfer, J. A.
Monhclmer, 8. B. H. Vance, O. P. C. Billings, George
Koch, Peter Kehr, 8. V. 11. Cooper, John J. Morris,
John Falconer, It. Flanagan, John ltcilly, Hubert
MeCaifcrty and Patrick Ly aught. All the members
were, therefore; present^ oxccpt Mj^Peter Gilacy,
who ls^contiued at home by sickness.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN.
Alderman Mondrimkr moved a resolution that

Ahlcrnjito Van Schalck be tne temporary Chairman
of the Board.** *"

*

Alderman Cooper secmided the resolution, and it
was unaulmously adopted. -V.'.'
Alderman Van 8ciiaick, on taking the chair,

said that daring tn<; short time he would nreslde
he would endeavor to do everything he had ts do
as Chali man In a manner that should be entirely
sallsiuctory.

certificate ok election.
Tim ni I'liv t in>ii vi>ik.iI it pi.mtminlpfttlnn frnni

County clerk L->ew endorsing a certificate oi the
election ol the members of the Hoard.

EI.KCI'ION OF PKKSIDKNT.
Alderinun Uilmnus presented a resolution nominatingAlderman Vance as President of the Hoard.
Alderman Ki.annaman moved that Mr. Alderman

UilK'-y he the rrcHidenl of the Hoard.
Alderman IIkii-ly Hceonded the resolution.
The amendment was put by the Chair and was

declared lost, live members only voting for it.
The original resolution was put, nominating

Alderman Vance, aud it waa declared carried.
TUK N'KW I'll KM IMC NT.

Alderman Mobrih moved that a committee of
two he appointed to conduct Alderman Vuncc to
the chair. The Chair selected Aldermen Morris
aud Kelir, and Alderman Vance, alter shaking
hands with these two gentlemen and receiving
their congratulations, was conducted to tho chair.
Aldermau Vanuk, ou taking the chair, thanked

the Hoard for the honor conferred upon him, and
said that there was much 111 the present condition
of the government of the city that should be
amended, and it. was desirable that the Hoard
should seek to have it amended.

TIIK NKW CI.KKK.
Alderman Kkiik moved the following resolution:."1hat Joseph C. I'inckuey bo elected Clerk

to the Hoard."
a c0mpktit1vr i:\amination huuuk8tei).

Alderman OrifcM>ouri;u moved the lollowlng
resolution:.
That a coiniuiltee of three members be appointed to

examine the ramii<laIon lor the otllee, a* Clerk ol the
Common Council, and to report tno names of those who,
upon uicli exuinlnution, prove to bo lit every wuy Hilly
competent to perform the dados ol the Clerk ol the
Common Council to this Board, to elect one of them for
the position; and it shall he lurthcr the duty of this
committee lo ascertain the QUgjbgl Pi VteAS BM other
employe* to perform inc nrtce.t-ary Iahor of the Clel'K'it
office, by what names they shall la; designated, aud what
rfot.es they shall perform, ami the compensation theretor,aiiu report the result ol iheir inquiries to the Hoard,with sueli recommendations as are necessary to secure
lor the different positions, i>y competitive examination,
competent officer*-^__ r y:. .

He saltf Chat he waa of opinion that great care
should be taken in the selection of officers ol this
Hoard. The duties of C'lork were of great importanceto the Common Council, und as it could uot be
ascertained whether the candidates were fully
qualiUed to perform the duties ol Clerk of the
Common Council he would desire that the selection
should be made Iroru a number of persons who
worn eligible lor uic position. iiiih lenuiuuvu wum

negatived.
Alderman Rbili.Y tliein moved the appointment

ol Mr. Joseph Shannon, on the ground that he had
performed the dalle* lor many years, and was.

therelorc, especially qualified lor the position; and
thn. If It was the desire ol the Hoard, as expreaaed
In the resolution of Alderman Ottendorfer, to obtainthe bent qualified man, Mr. Shannon certainly
stood in that position.
Alderman Koch said he should oppose that motionon that very ground. It was during Mr. Shannon'sclerkship that so much of the Iniquity and

corruption of the Hoard was done. (laughter).and
as they wished to begin at the root oi relorin he
should oppose his election as Clerk.
The motion to elec' fir. Shannon was on a divisionlosi, four members only voting lor It.
Alderman McCafkkrty then moved that the elecjtiou of Mr. I'inckncy lie made unanimous. On a

division Mr. I'inckncy was declared duly elected.
TIIK NKW SKKIIK ANT-AT-A RMS.

On a resolution, which was unanimously adopted,
Mr. Frank Keckeisscn was declared elected Sergcaut-at-Arms.

iKI.Kfiatios to the mayor,
The Prk"Idkst nominated Mr. Aldermen Caf!ferty, Cooper and Monheimer as a committee to

wail upon the Mayor to mrorm ills Honor that the
new Hoard had organized.
dki.koation to tmb boa hp ok assistant ai.dehmen.
The 1'rksidknt nominated Aldermen Morris, Falconerand Koch as a deputation to watt upon the

Hoard of Assistant Aldermen, to Inform that
Hoard of the arganlzatlon of the Hourd of Aldermen.
The committees appointed to wait upon the

Mayor and Assistant Aldermen returned in a veiy
short tlinc and announced that tliey had completed
their duties and begged to be dischu rged. This
w aw accordingly done.

the mayor's mbssaob.
Acting Muvor's Clerk Whittbmorr then presentedto the President of the Hoard the Message

ol Mayor Haveme.ver, which was afterward read
by Deputy Clerk Journey, and which will be fouqjl
in another column. *, vys » > .'

tub fw roll of tmk boaro.
Alderman Van Hcuaick ottered the following

resolution
That the number and rompon-ntlon of the elerka ami

oilier offiecra of thi* Hoard shall laj as follows;.
a Clerk, at an annual salary 0/ U.000
Deputy Clerk, at nil annual -alary ol 4,ow
First Assistant Clerk, at an annual salary ol 2.0J0
Second Assistant Clerk, at an annual salary ol 2,'WO
Third Assistant Clerk, who shall also lie reader ... I,AW
Kiigrosstng Clerk, who shall also pertorin duties of
Librarian of the City Library 2,000

Hergeant-ut-Arms l.ffW
Two Office Messengers at $1,200 each.. 2,400
The salary to be paid monthly. ami that tin-duties ol

thccleik and other officers above eniinie.au-d shall be
as now prescribed by laws of the Stale am* K.e ordinances01 the Contemn Council, and in addition the
deputy assistant* and oilier olerks and officers respectivelyshall neriorni such duties as the clerk may direct.
Alderman Van Hen a ICR caul that, tio liad exain

Ined the matter very careiulljr, and waa of an

opinion that tlda wuh the Hiualieat huiii lor wlneli
I he public duty could be t-ciioi rued, it would b<

LB SHEET.
remembered that two years ago, in 1871, tne payrollot the Hoard amounted to $78,000; last year it
was brought down to $31,S00, which wan then
thought to be doing very well. This pay roll reducedH still further to $'.20,900, And he submitted
that it could uot be reduced to a lesser amount
without detriment to the DroDer service or the
board, antf that the compensation was of a reason-
aide amount.
Alderman Ottrndorpkr was or an opinion that

the amount appropriated by the board ol Appropriationwas only $l8,uoo, and that the Hoard was
exceeding Its duty in passiug In a larger amount.
Alderman Van Hchaigk was or an opinion that

Alderman Ottendorfer was mistaken in that matter,and alter a short discussion the pay-roll, as
given above, was adopted by a vote or o to 0.

RKPKRMNCK OP THR MAYOR'S MR8HAOK.
Alderman Coopkr moved the reference of the

various subjects embraced in the Mayor's Messageto appropriate committees, when formed,
tarried.

It was understood that the various committees
will be selected at the next meeting of the board.

TIIK APPROPRIATION TO TlIK HOARD.
Alderman otticndorpkr then moved that the

Comptroller be requested to inform the Hoard how
mncn was appropriated for the expenditure of tho
V1VIK a UlllbV IU UIU1 IVUft ITUlhi
(m motion 01 Alderman Monhkimkr the resolutionwuh referred to the Finance Committee (whenlormed).The Hoard soon after adjourned to Thursday nextat half-post three l\ M.

TUB MBW BOARD OK SUPERVISORS.On the closing of the session ol the Hoard of Aldermen.Mayor liavomeyer in the chair. ClerkJoseph You or called the roll, and the Aldermen
were sworn In by the Mayor an Supervisors.re3cindinu tub kkcknt action ok tub old

board.
Supervisor Van Sohaiok moved that all businesstransacted by the old Hoard since the 1st of Januarybe declared null and void, and that the particularsthereof be referred to the consideration ofthe present Hoard. This was adopted.

tiib akmokiks and dkii.i. rooms.
Supervisor Vanck moved that tho Mayor appoint

a committee ol three members to Inquire Into the
leasing of NIIhhou Hail as an armory ami drill room,and into the leasing of all armories and drill
rooms. This resolution was adopted unanimously,
Tor nonra men adjourned to Friday next, at halfpastthree o'clock F. M.

doing Oat of the Old Board of Assistant
Aldermen.Coming In of tile Aletv.Tlie
'Dear' that Caused a Stare.
The old Board or Assistant Aldermen were to

have met at ten o'clock yesterday morning for
the purpose of Anishiug up their business and
formally adjourning sine ale. A few, very few, of
the members were present at tbe time appointed,
and not until fully half-past eleven o'clock did a
auillcient number of members appear to make a
quorum. When at length there were enough
present the proceedings were hurried through in
order to have the room cleared for the Incoming
Hoard. Hevcral members of the old Board who
have been elected to continue In office were absent,and by their absence allowed the old Hoard
to die

a most disghackkul death.
Assistant Alderman dels, who Is a prominent

candidate for Ohlof Clerk to Mayor Havemeyer,
was proscnt, flitting In and out. Assistant AldermanConnor was on hand, looking fiercely goodnatured.The only business transacted was the
n.l<vitfinn nf a rnu.iln 1 inn /Koanlina llm

siouer of Public Works to remove the oolumiis in
front of Fechter's new theatre, on Fourteenth
street, which Mr. Gels whole a prominent candidatefor City Marshal under Mayor Havemeyer, so

strenuously opposed, on the ground that said
columns were beaut.Hul ornaments, and made of
Portland cement. Mr. Fechter should have taken
the liint given him by the Common Council and he
would not probably have been annoyed.
An attempt was made to revive a tittle job in the

shape or i,tving the Fast Hide Stage Company permissionto extend their route, hut it failed. After
the transaction of some ordinary business the
Hoard adjourned sine die without passing the usual
complimentary resolutions or giving any evidences
ol courtesy among the members auu oillccrs, us is
usual on ail such Occasions.

Tim NKW BOARD
TVits convened al noon by tlio Clerk of the old
Hoard, who read rrom copies of t.ie oath of otllce
the names of the members elect. Previous to the
meeting of this Hoard it was bruited atyout that a
"new deal" had been mud? "in Yelgtloijto the organization of the Hoard, add
that the combination which had been made
between the Tauiinanyitcs aud Apolloites had beefl
broken, bUl It wft8 hot geh4 rally credited. As the
Oo&ru Was about to t>e organized the crowds which
moved into the lobby were composed mainly of
representatives or the SIxth ward or the so-called
"Urcnnan Associations" and a number of the old
"gangs" who made their headquarters at "the
liall" in the times now gone. It was evident then
that the lew members who were elected as democratsand were known as the

UKKNNAN1TK8 HAD JOINKI) THK KKPUIII.lt'ANS
for the purpose ol securing the election or Mr.
Hrcnnan's brother-in-law for clerk. This was fully
demonstrated when the first vote was taken on
election of President pro tern. Mr. Simonson (republican)moved thut Mr. Htrack (republican) be
cliysen President pro tern. Mr. Clancy (democrat)
moved to amend by making Hrucks (democrat)
rresiucni pio win. ise sujvuuuitiut wuu iosi uy
the lollowiug vote:.
Vkah.Memrs. Kolev, Clancy. Healey, ThelM, Kecnan,

HrtK.'kN, Kelly, Cumisk.v, Hoiuera.a.
Niva.Mciwni. Murphy, Keating. Wi«t.or, Thornell, Coddilution,Htrack, Krepa, Wade, Kehoe, Hiiiionmm, Linden,

Beyea.12.
Thin was an Index to the real. It had been nettled.
Mr. himonron, who acted all throngh an chief manipulatorfor the "new combination," offered a

resolution providing that William Wade be elected
President; William II. Moloney, Clerk; Krtward (1.
Williamson, 8<Tgeant-at-Arms, aud James Walsh,
Doorkeeper to the Hoard.
Assistant Alderman Healey offered an amendmentproviding that Charles M. Clancy be elected

President, and Michael T. Daly Clerk. This latter
wus voted down, of coarao, aud the former adopted,
but not until Mr. Clancy had spoken a little
speech to the cflt-ct that ho desired to put on
record the lact that the last vestige of the democraticparty in the government or this city had
passed away; that what was left of the party had
been basely traded away to the republican party,
and he meant to put on reeord In every way the
men who were guilty of thus selling out.
At this speech Messrs. Murphy, Keating and

Wisser winced a little; the "Connaught Rangers''
In the lobby grinned with satisfaction at the result
of Hie proceedings; the other democratic members
ol the Hoard loyked indignantly at

TtlK THRICE WHO HAD "OONR OVER,"
wlille the repuoltcan members all sat with (lushed
cheeks and uoWhCAsl eVCfl.
When the President elect assumed the chair he

read ironi a legibly written document a short and
very appropriate address, returning thanks lor the
unexpected honor which had been thrust upon him.
A few ordinary resolutions were introduced and

adopted, all presented by the republican members,aij the democrats seemed to have no thdiight
for uh.y thing but. their defeat ami no eyes for auythmrriini tlin mon whn hiul hrnkAii tliAlr m I tat.a

wlien the Mayor's message was being read a
motion was made to have It printed In the minutes
and aoo copies printed in pamphlet lorm. Tuts
was too much for the reform Ideas of Mr. Wlaser,
and, rising gently from Ills chair, he said, "I move
two hundred; live hundred cost two much."
"Yes," replied Mr. Clancy, "that's plenty. Two
hundred are enough. We're all honest reformers
now".with a peculiar emphasis on the honest.
The resolution was adopted and the Hoard shortly
alterwards adjourned.
The crowd remained, however, and many and

varied were the remarks and compliments IndulgedIn by the adherents of one or other of the
factions of the democratic side. "Judas," "Fourth
ward Hclioel Hoard record," "District Attorney's
oitlce," "Pigeon holes," "Lives In Jersey," "In ins
pocket," and such like apparently enigmatical
sentences, wtjre jvafted about from one surging
ijiouf) to another, while the officials so gently
tinted at imitated tfid Arabs "and quietly stole
away." The Hoard In its personnel Is little better
than Its predecessor; but It Is generally believed
that its lite will he short, ludeed.

"TMK PIVVY.",
as rumor has It, was that fhe Fepnhllcun* should
have the President and Chalrtuuu of the Finance
Committee (who becomes thereby one of the Commissionersof the Sinking Fund), the holders of both
or which positions have, until the past year, re-

cetved $1,000 in addition to their salaries. The
Hrennanltcs were to have the Clerk (Mherlff Hrennan'sbrother-in-law), at a salary ot $a,ftoo, and the
Deputy at $1,000, and seven or eight other officers
were to be drawn tor, the salaries being arranged
so as to make ten "places," thus leavlug two of the
caucus ruemi*ers without "a man."
At the dose of the proceedings late Assistant Allderman Dels (wno Is said to be a prominent candidatelor Chief of the Permit Bureau, under Mayor

llavemeyer) smilingly congratulated the successfulofficials. A number ot tne members of both the
old and the new Hoards were afterwards entertainedby President Wade at a hostelry ou Chathumstreet, near the City Hall.

THE GAS QUESTION AHD PAVEMENTS,
A Communication from Commissioner
Van Wort to the Common Council.
NsggMtloni tor the Legislature.
Commissioner Van Nort yesterday sent to the

common Council a loiurcommunication In relation
to the cost ol gas far ths public lamps, au<l the

practicability of gradually replacing the wooden
pavements la the city by stone pavements.
Mr. Van Nort recommends early legislation In regardto gas and pavements, and says that no

plan yet submitted for remedying the dilTlcaltles
complained of In regard to the gas
supply Is satisfactory. He suggests that the
Legislature be asked to enact a law providing that
all gas manufacturing companies l>c required to
lurtilsn the supply needed for public street lamps
aud for city and county offices at a cost not exicceiltug percent over and above tnc actual

> osl to sucli companies of the lighting, extinguish

s
teff, cleaning anil supply of gas for stch purposes,anil that each municipality be authorized to aopolntor designate some proper person to ascertainln<?nthf. ?!?? ? Ah." uuanuty Of gas furnishedmonthly to it. and to compute the rate at whichthe same ahall be paid for.

TIIE WOODEN PAVEMENTSOn the subject of the maintenance of naepmentaand the decision as to the proper methods ol DavIngMr. Van Nort savs that the wooden paveme^sin this city have so far ail proved very exnenslvo
to lay and maintain, and lie considers it doubtfulIf any form or preparation of wood can t»e madeand maintained except at great cost, as the same
organic difficulty exists with all kinds.namelyspeedy decomposition. "

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE.
Comptroller Green has appointed Mr. Abraham

L. Karlc. the late Coanty Auditor, to the position
of Auditor of Acconnts, thas abolishing the CountyAmlltorship as a distinct position and consolidatingthe offices of City and County Auditor.

THE WATEB METER QUESTION.
Commissioner Van Nort has been served with a

mandamus from the supreme Court to pay Jose
F. Navarro, the patentee of a water meter, $283,500,
and interest from September 17, 1871, for water
meters supplied to the city. The Commissioner
has consulted with the Corporation Counsel, who
has advised the making out of the requisition on
the Comptroller.

THE RIVERSIDE PARK.
Commissioner Van Nort yesterday transmitted to

the Collector of Assessments for collection the assessmentlist for the opening of the Riverside Park
and drive, as laid out by the Commissioners of the
Central Parle, continued August 2, 1872, amounting
to the sum of $:i, 104,479.

CAPTATW CAMEROH'S BURIAL.
The Lsit Solemn Rites Near the Spot o<
Ills Nativity.Sad and Impressive Services.
The last sad funereal tributes to the memory ot

the deceased veteran of the police, Captain John
Cameron, were rendered by his relatives, friends
and brethren yesterday at his freshly-dug grave,
In the small and quiet town or Norwalk, Conn.,
which was his native place, aud near whioti is the
family homestead still in existence. Unlike the
Sabbath the day was one of clear skies and hrilliant
sunshine. At seven o'clock in the morning
a black-plumed hearse had arrived at the
church of r>r. Foss, at the corner oi Fourth avenue
and Twenty-second street, and the undertaker and
his apprentice desceuded to the vault beneath the
chnrch, where lay in their casket the lifeless remainsof old John Cameron, whose career had
closed so suddenly, yet crowned with age aud
honor. They lifted from the lid tho

SFLRNDIP CORONAL OP WHITE FLOWERS
that had been placed there on Sunday, and was
still fresh and beautiful. The body was borne to
the hearse, which, at half-past seven, with Its
solemn burden, started lor the Gruud Central
Depot. Here the coftln was placed In the
baggage room, and afterwards In a car,
and the floral crown was replaced upon
It. The widow of Captain Cameron, his
married daughter and her husband, Mr. St. John,
with their daughter and son, and a sister-in-law,
were accompanied by Mr. AUen Cameron, brother
ol the deceased. John Lerue, detective of the
Klghteenlh precinct, and for many years the
Captain's conlidcutiul odtcer, was present. There
were also In the car representatives of the Morton
Commandary of Knight Templars, No. 4 («r which
the Marquis Lafayette wus a member): Zerubbabel
Chapter, No. 147; Puritan Lodge, No. 300, and
Alma Lodge, No. ft. The latter body hud charge of
the arrangements nntll the party should arrive at
Norwalk. The deceased captain was a member ul
the above-uumed Masonic bodies. The (uucral
train arrived at Norwaik at eleven o'clock. On
the platform of the depot thirty members of St.
John's l.odge, thlrty-tivo mouthers of Oidwell
Lodge and the Knights of the Clinton Commatidarywere assembled in uniform and regalia,
and by them the mourners were received and
escorted to carriages. The procession was then
fornmd. Dr. Samuel /d-nes, P. W. M., waa marshal
or the <uy irfThiiflhiuhd.
Kroiu Norwalk to the cemetery the distance is

about two miles. The procession slowly and
colemnly moved towards the grave. Every head
was uncovered as the hearse, followed by the carriages,drove through the cemetery gates. The
pallbearers placed the eolflu beside the grave and
the family stood at its bead. The Masonic dignitariesthen, in their proper order, took positions
ariffttd the spot or freshly upheaved eurth In
solemn silence and with uncovered head*. WorshipfulMaster Alfred 11. Camp, of 8t. John's bodge,
perlormcd the ceremony of reading the

MASONIC BURIAl. SERVICE.
After the close of Hie ordinary service it was followedby that of the Knight lcmptarH. The ceremonyol throwing evergreen twigs iu the grave

with three gestures of the liuud was fulfilled, flowerswere scattered on the straw, and then the dull
heavy sound of the clods of earth falling upon the
coffin told that all was over, and the mourning
friends returned to tbe city.
THE HERALD AMONG THE EXCHANGES

[From the Danville (Va.) Times, Jan. 4.]
In entering upon a new year wo cannot. In justiceomit to mention onr obligations to tbe New

Yokk Herald for lis services to us during the old.
We have during the past twelve months received
306 copies, and every copy brlmlull of news from
all parts of the world. As we obtain It in exchange
for onr weekly without any stipulationor arrangement to make up the
difference in the price of the two
Journals.the Herald's being $12 and the Tlirwa
$2 50.In advertising or pulling In any shape we

desire to thank It publicly for its liberality. The
Herald exchanges geuerously with tbe couutry
press North aud South, and no doubt feels Itself
compensated for the expense by the news it occasionallygleams from their columns, it is an
Illustration of the admirable and far-sighted policy
that guides that journal In utilizing every menus
to obtain tne world's news regardless of expense.
There are many newspapers printed in tne United
mates, but only ouc !Ikkai.i>.

PROBABLE HOMICIDE.
Snow-Hailing Lrsdn to Serious Sangul.

nary Results.
A street light took place recently In Trenton, In

which two inen received dangerous Injuries, one

of them being now In a very precarious condition.
The origination of the affair, It Is said, was caused
by a boy named Fallicy hitting one Thomas Williamswith a snowball, which was the menu* nl

stirring up the latter's Ire somewhat, where
upon he complained to the boy's father,
and un a sequence the boy underwent some severe

(instigation at the hands of his parent. This 4! l
not seem to give full satisfaction to Wllllsr- ., for

In a short time arter he threatened to have revenge
by pommelling the whole of the Fallicy family. A
youth named "Tlmmy" Ryan here put in an appearanceand undertook to silence Williams by muscularforce. A general unite ensued and raged
fiercely lor a short time, in which Ryan got
worsted, and, as alleged, received a stab in
the side from a knife In tbe hands ol
tils untsuronlHt. The elder Fallicv. seeing
thin, coinrueii'T'I an unmerciful onslaught on

Williams with an axe handle, au<l with t*
dealt several Mows on Ms hea«l, from the effects
of which the alleged instigator of the tight now
lies in a dangerous state. The surgeon in attendancestated thnt William* had a narrow escape
from Instant death, from the tact that the blows
were given in close proximity to a vital part. The
parties to the affray w<-fh always considered to be
or a peaceable disposition previous to this occurrence.An investigation will take place twfore a

Jnsttce of the Peace, as complaints have been

lodged by the injured tuoa. Kvan's wounds are
not serious. Williams' skuil is broken and Ids face
In badly mutilated.

PABTWXB8HIP COMPLICATIONS.
Owe Partner Charges Another With

Burglary.
William J. Iloey and (ieorge W. Godward were

brought before Judge Scott, at the Tombs 1'ollce
Court, yesterday, in charge ot Detectives Clapp
and Bennett. The complaint te be preferred
against them was that of burglary; hut the case

was remaaded until to-day, when Judge Dowling
will he on the Bench.
The complainant in this case is Josiah w. ronua,

who, together with oue or the defendant*, (leorgo
w. (Jodwurd, kept a grocery atore at 2,31a Third
avenue.

It was alleged by Mr. Fonda that on the 2oth of
December last the aare ta his etore had been
opened by a duplicate kev, and there waa taken
frotn It a $l,oou bond of Kock Island and f'aclflc
Railroad, and alao three $10o United States bonds.
Detective Clapp traced the Kock Island and

Pacific Railroad bond to Mr. L. 8. laturenoe, of l«4
Nassau street, who bought it frotn ivililani J.
Hoey.
William J. Hoey and a man named Johnson are

known to be the constant companion* of Georgs
W. (lodward, the partner of Isaiah W. Fonda,
flodward and Hoey were arrested aad arraigned
before Justice Hcott, at the Tombs Police Court.
The Judge, after listening to Detective Clapp

and the complainant, Fonda, for some lime, directedHu m to bring forward the parties wuc

bought the bonds, and remanded the case until today.


